Executive dysfunction is a core feature of schizophrenia, but our understanding of the developmental course of this neuropsychological domain in the disease remains largely unexplored. A review of the research evidence points to a number of persistent debates about the course of executive functioning and its relation to illness course. A better understanding of the neurocognitive trajectories of executive functioning in schizophrenia could help identify the risk and modifying factors that influence the onset, severity and course of disease, and the chance to re-direct or re-shape that course and improve outcomes. To accomplish this requires assessment of the diverse and integrated nature of those abilities, and the changes over time in those abilities requires multiple instruments and techniques in order to improve the research methods and understanding of an important area of impairment in schizophrenia.
Introduction
Executive dysfunction, and neurocognitive deficits more generally, are core features of schizophrenia, and are strongly associated ଝ Preparation of this manuscript was supported in part by NIMH Grant 1RO1MH-60249 (ASB), NIMH Grant 1KO2-MH65422 (ASB), and NIMH Training Grant 5-T32-MH-13043 (DF).
* with functional impairments among individuals with this illness (Andreasen et al., 1998; Green et al., 2004; Heinrichs, 2005; Mesholam-Gately et al., 2009) . As a consequence of its core role in the illness, research concerning the trajectory of executive function in schizophrenia has the potential to elucidate more clearly the etiology, onset, and course of executive deficits and the neurodevelopmental life course of the illness, and therefore, has the potential to both enhance the understanding of the disease and guide efforts to improve treatments and interventions (Green et al., 2004; Brown et al., 2009 
